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BASEBALL BAT GRIP 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0001] The invention relates primarily to the field of sporting equipment. More specifically, 
the invention relates to the technological area of the development of baseball bat grips - 
especially baseball bat grips which are used as training devices. 

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 
[0002] It has been known in the art to comprise baseball grips of a material which enhances 
the user's hold on the bat, e.g., rubber or neoprene materials. Grips have even been formed such 
that they better conform to the hands of the user. Some grips even have indentions for receiving 
the user's fingers in such a way that the bat is more easily gripped. However, none of the grips 
existing in the prior art adequately address problems overcome by the present invention. 
[0003] Looking to the unrelated field of invention for golf club grips, reveals that, they have 
been configured so as to force a finger placement of the user for training purposes, or to enhance 
actual play. See for example, U.S. Patent No. 5,480,146 issued to Comer. 
[0004] None of the grips of the prior art, however adequately train the user to maintain what 
is called a "knocky-knuckles" grip throughout a proper baseball swing. During the proper swing 
of a baseball bat, the user's knuckles are to be maintained in alignment. The concept seems easy 
enough to execute. Almost all players, even youth, are able to visually line up the knuckles, and 
raise the bat in anticipation of a pitched ball. The problem arises once the pitch is delivered, and 
the batter begins the mechanics of executing a swing. Under these circumstances, the user 
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typically becomes excited, and tightens his or her grip on the bat in order to hit the ball harder. 
This instinctual response of "trying to kill it," however will result in an improper swing. One 
reason for this is that when the grip is made more tightly, the knuckles will shift out of their 
original, aligned position. The tight grip and skewed knuckles will result in an erratic swing that 
is not level, as is desired. 

[0005] There is a need in the art for a training device that will force the user to maintain a 
knocky-knuckles alignment, and at the same time grip the bat more lightly throughout the swing. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0006] The baseball bat of the present invention solves these prior art problems by creating a 
bat that forces the user to maintain a knocky-knuckles alignment during the swing and 
consequently grip the bat more lightly. This is done by creating a pair of protrusions on the side 
of the grip opposite the knuckles during a normal swing, these protrusions being especially 
configured so that they conform to the V-shaped opening formed between the user's thumb and 
pointer finger part of the hand existing when an appropriate knocking knuckles grip is made on 
the bat. 

[0007] In one embodiment of the present invention, these protrusions will be shaped such 
that they have V-shaped lower portions. Further, the protrusions may have a rough diamond 
shape. 

[0008] The grip may also have a plurality of ridges and valleys which serve to receive the 
user's fingers, and work in conjunction with the protrusions to further maintain proper position 
during the swing. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0009] FIG. 1 is a prospective view of the present invention in use by a batter using the 
proper knocky-knuckles grip. 

[0010] FIG. 2 is a prospective view revealing the protrusions and ridges and valleys of the 
grip- 

[0011] FIG. 3 is a top view showing the outline of the upper protrusion. 
[0012] FIG. 4 is a detailed view showing the outline of the lower protrusion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
[0013] The baseball bat of the present invention is shown in FIGs. 1-4. A first embodiment 
of the present invention adapted for use by a right-handed batter is shown. The user is shown 
properly gripping the bat with right and left hands, the right hand clasping the upper part of the 
grip, while the left hand grips the lower part of the grip. And upper protrusion 20 and lower 
protrusion 22 are exposed in the figure. Upper protrusion 20 is received by the V-shaped area 40 
between the thumb and pointer finger of the user's right hand. Likewise, protrusion 22 is seen 
disposed in a second V-shaped portion 42 defined by the area between the user's thumb and 
pointer finger of the left hand. 

[0014] The details of the grip are shown in FIG. 2. As may be seen in the figure, the grip 12 
is disposed on a bat 10 as an attached feature by the manufacturer. Other means of forming the 
grip, however, which still fall within the scope of the present invention. For example, the grip 
could be formed integrally with the same material of which the bat is comprised. Grip 12 may 
be used with either metal or wooden type bats. In terms of its composition, the grip shown here 
is composed of rubber for gripability and ease of manufacture. Other materials, however, could 
be used as well and still fall within the scope of the present invention. For example, the grip 
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could be manufactured of neoprene or some other kind of like material. Further, the grip could 
actually be molded with material placed on the bat end and then formed into its desired shape. 
None of these above materials or processes are critical to the invention, and other materials 
and/or methods of manufacture could be used and still fall within the scope of the invention. 
[0015] We will now discuss the details of the grip, as shown in FIG. 2. Grip 12 comprises a 
plateau portion 18, a plurality of ridges 14 and valleys 16, top protrusion 20 and bottom 
protrusion 22. As can be seen in the figure, protrusions 20 and 22, are on opposite sides of grip 
12 from ridges 14 and valleys 16. This is so when the user engages protrusion 20 with V-shaped 
section of the right hand 40, and protrusion 22 with V-shaped opening 42 on the left hand, each 
of the user's ten fingers may be received in a particular valley 16 so that an appropriate grip may 
be made. 

[0016] FIGs. 3 and 4 show the details of first upper 20 and lower 22 protrusions. With 
respect to upper protrusion, it may be seen that it has a rough-diamond shape with four borders. 
Upper right border 26 slopes more dramatically downward than outward. Lower right border 28 
slopes more dramatically from up to down than from right to left. Bottom left border 30 also 
slopes more dramatically from up to down than from left to right. Upper left border 32 
completes the diamond shape by sloping dramatically from down to up but less so from left to 
right. 

[0017] Referring now to FIG. 4, it may be seen that lower protrusion 22 has a somewhat 
similar appearance to that of upper protrusion 20. Protrusion 22 has an upper right border 32, 
lower right border 34, lower left border 36 and upper left border 38. Like upper protrusion 20, 
protrusion 28 also defines a rough-diamond shape. 
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[0018] It is important to note, that though protrusions 20 and 22 have been described as 
having a diamond shape, the important functional aspect of these features is that they maintain 
the hands in their prescribed position on the bat even when a user will try to grip the bat harder in 
making a swing out of pitched ball. It will become clear to one skilled in the art, that numerous 
other configurations might be able to accomplish the same end with different configurations. 
These other configurations, of course, would also fall within the scope of this invention, and the 
present invention is not limited to protrusions having any particular shape. 

[0019] Also evident is that we skilled in the art would also be able to form a grip falling 
within the scope of this invention using a moldable or castable material. This material would 
simply be disposed on the grip end of the bat, a user would make an appropriate grip on the bat 
into the material, and the material would be hardened to consequently form the protrusions, 
ridges, and valleys. 

[0020] It will also be noted that though borders 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, and 38 have been 
described as linear, that their actual shape is not so. These borders, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, and 
38, instead, have a nonlinear design. They are actually designed to conform to the average user's 
dimensions of their V-shaped portions 40 and 42. It will be seen that the most important borders 
are the lower ones, 28, 30 on the right hand protrusion 20, and borders 34 and 36 on the left 
hand, lower protrusion 22. Borders 28 and 30 are adapted to conform nearly exactly to the 
V-shaped portion 40, whereas borders 34 and 36 likewise are adapted to conform to V-shaped 
portion 42. The border 32 on the lower protrusion 22 is also significant in that it is conformed to 
receive the user's right hand palm portion 44. This border 32, along with V-shaped portion 
engaging borders 28, 30, 34, and 36 all serve to lock the user's hands properly in place on bat 10 
throughout an appropriate swing. 

1316100vl c 


[0021] Though the depicted embodiment is one for a right-handed batter, one skilled in the 
art will discern that the aforementioned principals could be reversed to create a bat designed for a 
left-handed individual. This would simply comprise reversing the dimensions of protrusions 20 
and 22 to conform to the V-shaped portions and palm positions for an appropriate left handed 
grip. 

[0022] It will be evident to one skilled in the art that numerous modifications and other 
embodiments could be constructed that would be different from that which is herein described 
and depicted, but that would still fall within the scope of this invention. Thus, this disclosure is 
not intended to be so limiting, but rather illustrative, of one embodiment of the present invention. 
The scope of the invention is disclosed in the following claims. 
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